%a/b septic system is your responsibility!

id you know that as a homeowner you’re responsible for maintaining
your septic system? Did you know that maintaining your septic
system protects your investment in your home? Did you know that

you should periodically inspect your system and pump out your septic tank?

If properly designed, constructed, and
maintained, your septic system can
provide long-term, effective treatment
of household wastewater. If your septic

system isn’t maintained, you might need

to replace it, costing you thousands of i em—
dollars. A malfunctioning system can sep"‘ fank
L

contaminate groundwater that might be

a source of drinking water. And if you

sell your home, your septic system must

be in good working order. =" Goundwater

rotect Your Septic System
Inspect your system (every 3 years) and pump your tank as necessary
(generally every 3 to 5 years).
Use water efficiently.
Don’t dispose of household hazardous wastes in sinks or toilets.

Care for your drainfield. Avoid driving or parking vehicles on your
drainfield. Plant only grass over and near your drainfield to avoid
damage from roots.

How does it work?

A typical septic system has four main components: a pipe from the home, a septic tank, a
drainfield, and the soil. Microbes in the soil digest or remove most contaminants from wastewater

before it eventually reaches groundwater.

The septic tank is a buried, Riser Manhole Riser(®)

watertight container typically made

of concrete, fiberglass, or polyeth- G B e eyt
ylene. It holds the wastewater long
enough to allow solids to settle out
(forming sludge) and oil and grease

to float to the surface (as scum). It . Shdge

also allows partial decomposition of
the solid materials. Compartments
and a T-shaped outlet in the septic

tank prevent the sludge and scum from leaving
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the tank and traveling into the drainfield area.
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Screens are also recommended to keep solids

from entering the drainfield.

The wastewater exits the septic tank and is
discharged into the drainfield for further treat-
ment by the soil.

Microorganisms in the soil provide final treat-

ment by removing harmful bacteria, viruses, Groundwater

and nutrients.

F/ow do | maintain my septic system?

Pump frequently
You should have your septic system inspected at least '
se Water Efficiently!

every 3 years by a professional and your tank pumped

as necessary (generally every 3 to 5 years).
Fill the bathtub with only as

Use water efficiently much water as you need
Average indoor water use in the typical single-family Turn off faucets while shaving
home is almost 70 gallons per person per day. or brushing your teeth
Dripping faucets can waste about 2,000 gallons of Run the dishwasher and
. clothes washer only when
water each year. Leaky toilets can waste as much as they’re full
200 gallons each day. The more water a household . .
Use toilets to flush sanitary
) conserves, the less water enters waste only (not kitty litter,
N“\ n NN the septic system. diapers, or other trash)

Sﬁ“““ S\JS\“‘“\ Flush responsibly Make sure all faucets are

completely turned off when

= Dental floss, feminine hygiene not in use
e yg
Xc,oggers-gmm products, condoms, diapers, Maintain your plumbing to
\ e, Ci . . .
?\Esresrscgiaiteg rounds. . cotton swabs, cigarette butts, eliminate leaks
ers, o minine nygien o .
grease, femine coffee grounds, cat litter, paper Install aerators in the faucets

produc\s, etc.
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jcals
\d chemicals:
em; 0'«\,pes\\o\des,

towels, and other kitchen and in your kitchen and bathroom

bathroom items can clog and Replace old dishwashers,
toilets, and clothes washers
with new, high-efficiency
system components. Flushing models

potentially damage septic

household chemicals, gasoline, oil, pesticides, antifreeze, Fer rer B e G s
and paint can stress or destroy the biological treatment conservation, please visit
www.epd.gov/owm/water-

taking place in the system or might contaminate surface it
ED g £ efficiency

waters and groundwater.
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¥
senold cheni
‘z;oa‘;unne ol, pesuc\cdes,
antifreeze: paint,

For more information, contact your local health department
or visit www.epa.gov/owm/onsite

832-B-02-006

*dn >pnq o} sainixiy Buiquinid asnps und

pup sassa’04d juawynal} sdojs 10 UMOP SMO|S J3DM DAISSIIXD YHM plaiuInIp
a9yl Buipool4 ‘pleuInIp 3y} wouy ADMD swdlsAs aBpPUIRJP 4191PM 9IDJINS

40 131PMUIDJ 4330 pub ‘suipip duind dwns juswaspq ‘suipip jooa daay|

*sjuduodwod wajshks
dupdas aayjo 4o Hjuny ‘sadid sy} abpwpp 40 pjeluIRIP 4noK ul [10s 3y} pPpdwod
und os Buioq ‘wiayshs 214das anok jo pd Aup uo s3PIY3A djund 4o SALIP juoq

‘pIeuInIp 3Yys abpwnp pun Bop Jybiw sqniys
10 s994} Agipau wouy sjooy wajsAs d13das anok apau pup JaA0 sspab Ajuo jupid

PI3yuInip inoA jnaij o} Mo

‘sjuejnjjod 9say} JO ISOW AOUWII A[ATIIYD [[Im

n ‘&[Jadoxd %uppom ST wa)sAs ondas e J1 "YSY[[PYS 10 Ia1em pajeurwrejuod jo uonsasUI IO 0ejU0d
ApOQ 1221IpUI 10 JI2IP YSNOIY} SISBISIP [EIIUNWUIOD ISNed Uued SUIBoyje "Aduejul ul (awoip
-UAs Aqeq an[q se umouy Os[e) LIWIUIGO[SOWY}dUW st [[?M se ‘suonedduwod Aoueusard asned ued
Jojem SUD{ULIP Ul USS0I)U-91RI}IU SAISSIOXT] *SWOO[q Je3[e APySIsun asned ued ey sjustnnu jue(d
snenbe are snioydsoyd pue UISOMIN] "SISNIIA pue eLIdOR] SUISNed-9sedsip pue ‘snioydsoyd
‘uadonIu are Isjemajsem ployasnoy ur sjueinjjod [ed1dA] 's901n0sax 1jem 3undsjord pue asessip
pue uondajur jo peeuds el Sunuasaxd spnpur o8emas JO Juauyear} 9fes JI0j SUoseax poo% teliilg)

'zﬁg[!qe![ ]eﬁal e asod P[no> pue anjea s‘Ausdmd INoA

JIOMOJ [[IM IredalsIp UI 9UO 0 wd)sAs dndas d[qesnun uyy ‘w)sAs oY) Jo IZIS Ay} pue IsNOY Ay} ut
AAT] aldoad Auewr Mmoy uo %ugpuadap ‘s1eak GOl¢ A1949 Surdwind posu [[m WI)SAS Inox *UI9)SAS
Ehishickelil Sugae[dw JO 1502 9y} IIPISUOD noA uaym uge%.mq e sl (s,me& ¢ AT9A9 1se9| 1¥) papadsm
wa)sAs dndas anok SUIAEH 'md[na 9} U}jO SI IdURUIUIEW J1o0od pue ‘aoe[da.l 10 aredax 0} JAIS

-uadxa are swd)sAs ondas Suqm:[ jAouow aaes 0] SI wId)SAS d11dIs INOA urejurew 0} UOSeAX A;))] \V4

¢ waysAs d1pdas Aw uipjuibw | pjnoys m/M

L 2 |



